
Happy Spring! This is our �rst newsletter, which we intend to publish quarterly. Content will 
encompass a wide range of subjects including wine, lifestyle, travel, art, news from our charitable 

partners, and of course, dog stories. This will be an exciting year for Cru Vin Dogs with the opening 
of our gallery, new releases including the BEST IN SHOW series, special functions with our 

charitable partners, and making new friends around the country. Thanks to all of you for  
your continued interest and support. So hold on to your leash, here we go!

The Artist’s Studio
Whenever possible, I prefer to take my own photographs for reference before I create my 
drawings. I know exactly what I need and can become familiar with the subject�s unique  
qualities and personality.  

I�ll take close-up photographs to get details and additional photographs for composition, 
color and lighting. Usually I�ll take about �fty pictures to get a handful to work from.  

A line drawing is created �rst and then transferred onto the �nal drawing paper. I like to use 
papers with a �tooth� or texture. When rendering the �nal drawing, I am very careful not to 
compromise the tooth of the paper so the texture remains visible.

Because I am left handed, when I draw I work from right to left across the paper. When 
working on a portrait, I usually render the eyes last to bring the subject to life on the paper.  

The original drawings are reproduced with the Giclee printing process. The color, detail 
and textural quality of the Giclee process on watercolor paper best represent the original 
art. The limited edition Giclee prints are restricted to small numbers and are hand-signed 
and numbered.
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Get Lucky in 2008
On April 1, 2008, we bottled our next Portrait Series red blend named 
�LUCKY� after a CCI trained assistance dog partnered with Randi Price, 
who is a nurse practitioner at the Children�s Hospital in Denver, Colorado.  
Randi and Lucky accompanied the Cru Vin Dogs Team to California to 
celebrate the event and they personally �lled six, 6-liter, etched bottles with 
a special label signed by the artist. Five of those bottles will go to CCI for 
live auctions in each of their regions around the country. We plan to donate 
the sixth to Children�s Hospital for similar fundraising.

The scheduled release of this wine is September, 2008, and it is superb.  
A blend of 48% Cabernet Sauvignon, 48% Merlot, and 4% Cabernet 
Franc, the balance and style more closely resemble a �ne Bordeaux than 
California Meritage blends. This wine really re�ects the elegance and grace 
of a Yellow Lab like Lucky! More details in our summer newsletter�
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